



	Caring for Your Pet’s Teeth





The health of your pet’s teeth and gums is a very important aspect of caring for your pet.  The mouth is considered to be the “gateway” into the body.  The plaque that accumulates on the teeth turns to tartar and then promotes infection and gum disease.  This, in turn, will let bacteria enter the blood stream and travel to other parts of the body like the heart and kidneys causing more systemic disease.  Periodontal disease is the most common form of oral disease.  This occurs when the tooth becomes loose and the infection around it causes bone loss.  This can cause tooth loss, tooth abscesses and tooth pain.  This infection also causes gum recession and bad breath.  Keeping the mouth healthy will in turn keep the rest of your pet healthy.  Good oral health has been proven to lengthen the life of your pet by as much as 3-4 years.

There are many ways to keep your pet’s mouth healthy.  One simple way is to brush their teeth.  Most pets will tolerate teeth brushing well if introduced at an early age. Toothpaste formulated especially for pets is what should be used.  Never use human toothpaste as it will cause upset stomachs.  If brushing is not for you or your pet, there are other options as well.  Plaque dissolving mouth rinses, water supplements and chews are available.  Please ask our staff which of these products will be best for you.  

An oral exam will be done on your pet every year at their wellness visit.  The doctor will be looking at the gums, teeth and the rest of the mouth.  Even with the best home care, pets will sometimes need their teeth professionally cleaned.  The doctor will let you know if a dental cleaning is needed for your pet’s teeth.  This will require general anesthesia and can be done in our office.  And your pet gets to go home the same day!

Making sure the oral health of your pet is in good condition is very important to us.  Please feel free to ask us any questions you may have about dental care and we will be happy to help you. 
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